
Scientific
_Name 

Common_
Name 

Famil
y 

Genus Speci
es 

N
at
iv
e 

Habitat Gro
wth_
Habi
t 

Du
rati
on 

Perennia
ls 

        

Aquilegia 
canadens
is 

wild 
columbine
, red 
columbine 

Ranun
culace
ae 

Aquile
gia 

cana
densi
s 

Y Cliffs, ledges, talus slopes, on or adjacent to forested rock outcrops, and edges of paths 
and dirt roads through forests often associated with calcareous soils and/or bedrock 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Asclepias 
syriaca 

common 
milkweed 

Apocy
nacea
e 

Ascle
pias 

syria
ca 

Y Successional fields, occasionally clearings in forests, roadsides, and disturbed ground. Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Asclepias 
variegata 

white 
milkweed 

Apocy
nacea
e 

Ascle
pias 

varie
gata 

Y 
 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Asclepias 
verticillat
a 

whorled 
milkweed 

Apocy
nacea
e 

Ascle
pias 

vertic
illata 

Y Thin rocky forests, rocky summits, and woodlands of a southern affinity. Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Eupatori
um 
perfoliat
um 

boneset Astera
ceae 

Eupat
orium 

perfo
liatu
m 

Y Marshes, ditches, and seepage areas. Almost always in wet soils. Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Eutrochi
um 
purpureu
m var. 
purpureu
m 

purple Joe 
Pye weed 

Astera
ceae 

Eutro
chium 

purp
ureu
m 

Y Dry-mesic to mesic forests and woodlands, edges of these habitats, and non-weedy 
open banks and slopes. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Heliopsis 
helianth
oides 
ssp. 
helianth
oides 

smooth 
oxeye 

Astera
ceae 

Helio
psis 

helia
nthoi
des 

Y Alluvial thickets and forests, stream banks, and disturbed areas in alluvial soils. 
Predominately a species of alluvial soils.  

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 



Iris 
virginica 

southern 
blue flag 

Iridac
eae 

Iris virgin
ica 

Y 
 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Lobelia 
siphilitic
a var. 
siphilitic
a 

great blue 
lobelia 

Camp
anulac
eae 

Lobeli
a 

siphil
itica 

Y Seepage areas, stream margins, fens, ditches, and drainage channels; wet thickets and 
forests; swamps and seepy road banks. Does particularly well in calcareous seepage 
areas. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Pycnanth
emum 
virginian
um 

Virginia 
mountain 
mint 

Lamia
ceae 

Pycna
nthe
mum 

virgin
ianu
m 

Y Edges of marshes, fields, thickets, and railroad edges in wet to dry soils. Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Symphyo
trichum 
laeve 
var. 
laeve 

smooth 
aster 

Astera
ceae 

Symp
hyotri
chum 

laeve Y Dry rocky forested slopes, woodlands, edges of forests, roadsides, occasionally fields, 
and thickets. Does particularly well in calcareous soils. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Symphyo
trichum 
pilosum 
var. 
pilosum 

frostweed 
aster 

Astera
ceae 

Symp
hyotri
chum 

pilos
um 

Y Roadsides, successional fields, pastures, waste places, and disturbed areas. A weedy 
species very commonly along roads and in disturbed soils. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Symphyo
trichum 
ericoides 

Heath 
aster 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Symphyo
trichum 
novae-
angliae 

New 
England 
aster 

Astera
ceae 

Symp
hyotri
chum 

nova
e-
angli
ae 

Y Successional fields, roadsides, and waste places. Frequently in dry to mesic sites and less 
frequently in wetter soils. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Echinace
a 
purpurea 

Purple 
coneflowe
r 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Baptisia 
australis 

Blue false 
indigo 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 



Hypericu
m 
kalmianu
m 

st johs 
wort 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

hypericu
m 
prolificu
m 

shrubby st johns 
wort 

    
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Chelone 
glabra 

turtlehead 
     

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

geraniu
m 
maculatu
m 

wild 
geranium 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Hibiscus 
moscheu
tos 

swamp 
rose 
mallow 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Monarda 
didyma 

scarlet 
bee balm 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Solidago 
caesi 

blue stemmed 
goldenrod 

    
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Asclepias
 exaltata 

Poke 
milkweed 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Vernonia 
fasciculat
a 

ironweed 
     

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Anaphali
s 

Pearly 
everlastin
g 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en



margarit
acea 

nia
l 

Antennar
ia 
neglecta 

pussy toes 
     

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Phytolac
ca 
american
a 

Pokeweed 
     

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Symphyo
trichum 
prenanth
oides 

crooked-
stemmed 
aster 

Astera
ceae 

Symp
hyotri
chum 

pren
anth
oides 

Y Swamps, wet ditches, thickets, stream banks and gravel bars, and seepage areas. 
Usually in wet to wet-mesic soil or soils that are seasonally wet. Often with some 
amount of canopy cover although most robust in open sites. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Asclepias 
tuberosa 

butterfly 
weed (for 
clay) 

Apocy
nacea
e 

Ascle
pias 

tuber
osa 

Y Dry-mesic roadsides, edges of railroads, successional fields, meadows, and dry banks of 
streams.  Does particularly well over calcareous rock. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Viola 
blanda 

sweet 
white 
violet 

Violac
eae 

Viola bland
a 

Y Mesic hardwood and mixed coniferous-hardwood forests, mesic to wet-mesic forest 
openings, hummocks in swamps, swamp margins, and forested dirt roadsides. 

Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Viola 
sororia 
"freckles
" 

Freckles 
violet 

     
Forb
/her
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Viola 
sororia 

common 
blue violet 

Violac
eae 

Viola soror
ia 

Y Best developed in valley bottoms and lower slopes of mesic to wet-mesic hardwood 
forests and forest edges; also in mesic forests, forest edges, lawns, disturbed soils, 
roadsides, thickets, and waste places. Widespread and very common. 

Herb
aceo
us 

Per
en
nia
l 

Monarda 
fistulosa 
var. 
fistulosa 

common 
wild 
bergamot 

Lamia
ceae 

Mona
rda 

fistul
osa 

Y Thickets, successional fields, edges and openings in hardwood forests, bluffs, and 
roadsides. Mostly in dry to dry-mesic soils in open habitats. 

Subs
hrub, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l          

Woody 
species 

        



Corylus 
american
a 

American 
hazelnut 

Betula
ceae 

Corylu
s 

amer
icana 

Y Edges of swamps, alluvial thickets, and weedy thickets. Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Lindera 
benzoin 

spicebush Laura
ceae 

Linder
a 

benz
oin 

Y Floodplain forests, swamps, shrub swamps, wet woods, mesic forests, seeps in forests, 
and fens. Occurs in mesic to wet soils often but not always in at least partial shade. In 
some forest understories it can be the dominant species in the shrub layer. 

Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Morella 
carolinie
nsis 

bayberry Myric
aceae 

Morel
la 

caroli
niens
is 

Y This species is found in a few, apparently very different, habitat types including upland 
maritime habitats, dunes, rich open to forested fens, and open habitats in sandy or thin 
acidic soils. 

Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Physocar
pus 
opulifoli
us 

ninebark Rosac
eae 

Physo
carpu
s 

opuli
folius 

Y River banks, thickets in valley bottoms, and rock outcrops. Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Rhodode
ndron 
calendul
aceum 

Flame 
azaela  

Ericac
eae 

Rhod
odend
ron 

prino
phyll
um 

Y Dry to dry-mesic forests, forest edges, bluffs, hummocks and edges of swamps, and 
utility rights-of-way. Primarily a species of slightly open dry acidic oak dominated forests 
but also somewhat frequent on hummocks in swamps. 

Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Acer 
pensylva
nicum 

striped 
maple 

Sapin
dacea
e 

Acer pens
ylvan
icum 

Y A small understory tree that does well in cool microclimates.  Forests with a northern 
affinity, slopes in ravines, and rocky forests. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Acer 
rubrum 
var. 
rubrum 

common 
red maple 

Sapin
dacea
e 

Acer rubru
m 

Y Occurs in a wide variety of habitats and soil types.  Wet swamps to dry forests and 
young successional habitats this is a very wide spread and common tree. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Acer 
spicatum 

mountain 
maple 

Sapin
dacea
e 

Acer spica
tum 

Y A small understory tree of northern or cool habitats.  Ravine slopes, cool swamps, 
northern hardwood, and mixed hardwood forests. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Betula 
alleghani
ensis 

yellow 
birch 

Betula
ceae 

Betula alleg
hanie
nsis 

Y Cool mesic forests and swamps. A widespread tree in NY it is dominant or co-dominant 
in some types of northern hardwood forests as well as cool swamps. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Castanea 
dentata 

American 
chestnut 

Fagac
eae 

Casta
nea 

dent
ata 

Y Dry to mesic forests often associated with Quercus spp. The introduced chestnut blight 
kills the trees and mature trees are now rather scattered and rare. Still, stump sprouts 
and small trees are not uncommon although they soon become infested with the blight. 

Tree Per
en



nia
l 

Juniperu
s 
virginian
a var. 
virginian
a 

eastern 
red cedar 

Cupre
ssacea
e 

Junipe
rus 

virgin
iana 

Y Rocky summits, bluffs above ravines and lakes, ledges, alvars, successional fields, 
pastures, and maritime and coastal sandy areas. Grows best in open sites with thin 
rocky or sandy dry soils and dies back if other trees shade it out. In parts of New York, it 
is associated with calcareous bedrock or soils and in general is somewhat of a calciphile. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Larix 
laricina 

tamarack Pinac
eae 

Larix larici
na 

Y Bogs, cool northern swamps, rich peatlands, and cool mesic forests at high elevation. 
Predominately a plant of cool northern wetlands it is local in distribution in the warmer 
and more southern parts of New York. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Liriodend
ron 
tulipifera 

tulip tree, 
tulip 
poplar, 
yellow 
poplar 

Magn
oliace
ae 

Liriod
endro
n 

tulipi
fera 

Y Mesic to wet-mesic hardwood forests. In all but the most southern parts of New York 
this tree is often an indicator of deep rich mesic circumneutral soils growing primarily in 
valley bottoms (excluding the lowest floodplains) and on lower slopes. In the most 
southern parts of the state it also grows in more acidic drier sites and occurs in a wider 
array of forested habitats. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Nyssa 
sylvatica 

blackgum, 
sourgum 

Nyssa
ceae 

Nyssa sylva
tica 

Y Swamps, wet depressions, wet woods, and borders of ponds and streams. Also in dry 
upland sites. Sometimes these upland sites are associated with seasonal springs or 
seeps. In the upland sites, populations are sometimes very small. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Picea 
glauca 

white 
spruce 

Pinac
eae 

Picea glauc
a 

Y Cultivated and occasionally naturalizing as well as native in the northern parts of New 
York in mesic cool forests. Sometimes in wetter soils. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Platanus 
occident
alis 

eastern 
sycamore 

Platan
aceae 

Platan
us 

occid
ental
is 

Y Predominately a tree of riparian habitats including floodplain forests and thickets, edges 
of streams, and sand and gravel bars in streams. Occasionally isolated trees are found 
growing on lower to upper slopes away from streams. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Populus 
deltoides 
ssp. 
deltoides 

eastern 
cottonwo
od 

Salica
ceae 

Popul
us 

delto
ides 

Y Floodplain and low forests, streamsides, gravel and sand bars in streams, ditches, 
swamps, and occasionally on upper and middle slopes of hardwood mesic forests. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Quercus 
bicolor 

swamp 
white oak 

Fagac
eae 

Querc
us 

bicol
or 

Y Swamps, wet depressions, and thickets. Often in swamps on ridges and hill tops. Always 
in at least seasonally wet soils this species is often absent from deep alluvial soils where 
Quercus macrocarpa occurs. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 



Quercus 
mariland
ica 

blackjack 
oak 

       

Quercus 
macrocar
pa 

bur oak Fagac
eae 

Querc
us 

macr
ocar
pa 

Y Bottomland forests and swamps in deep alluvium, and limestone and alvar woodlands 
and forests. Usually does not occur in hilltop swamps where Q. bicolor occurs. On 
limestone bedrock it sometimes occurs in very dry soils. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Quercus 
rubra 

northern 
red oak 

Fagac
eae 

Querc
us 

rubra Y The most widespread oak species in New York. Dry to mesic forests in a variety of soil 
types. It occurs in the coolest climates of any species of oak in New York as well as in 
warmer more southern forest types. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Salix 
nigra 

black 
willow 

Salica
ceae 

Salix nigra Y Edges of rivers and streams, wet thickets, marshes, low and floodplain forests, and 
edges of lakes. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Thuja 
occident
alis 

northern 
white 
cedar, 
arbor 
vitae 

Cupre
ssacea
e 

Thuja occid
ental
is 

Y Calcareous cliffs and ledges, rocky summits, alvars, fens, and rich swamps. Grows in 
both xeric and wet, often cool sites. Mostly confined to calcareous soils and bedrock. In 
northern and cooler parts of New York it become less of a calciphile. In swamps it can 
from dense impenetrable stands. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Ulmus 
american
a 

American 
elm 

Ulmac
eae 

Ulmus amer
icana 

Y Wet thickets, stream edges, swamps, roadsides, mesic to wet forests, and forest edges. 
In wet to mesic often nutrient rich soils. Still a rather common tree even after the 
introduction of Dutch Elm Disease although perhaps not as significant of a component 
of bottom land and wet-mesic forests and not growing as large as in the past. 

Tree Per
en
nia
l 

Amelanc
hier 
laevis 

smooth 
shadbush 

Rosac
eae 

Amela
nchier 

laevis Y Forests, forest edges, openings in forests, thickets, bluffs, rock outcrops, ledges, 
hummocks in swamps, and roadsides. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Amelanc
hier  
canadens
is 

Serviceber
ry 

       

Carpinus 
carolinia
na ssp. 
virginian
a 

musclewo
od, 
ironwood, 
American 
hornbeam 

Betula
ceae 

Carpi
nus 

caroli
niana 

Y An understory small tree in deciduous forests. It does best in wet-mesic soils, lower 
parts of slopes, and stream banks. Also occurs in swamps and mesic forests. It can 
become a dominant understory tree in these habitats. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 



Celtis 
occident
alis 

northern 
hackberry 

Canna
bacea
e 

Celtis occid
ental
is 

Y Bottomland forests, rocky slopes, talus slopes, and rock outcrops on mesic to dry 
calcareous bedrock or soils. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Cephalan
thus 
occident
alis 

buttonbus
h 

Rubia
ceae 

Cepha
lanthu
s 

occid
ental
is 

Y Ponds, vernal pools, edges of lakes, stream edges, and shrub swamps predominately in 
shallow water. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Cornus 
sericea 

red-osier 
dogwood 

Corna
ceae 

Cornu
s 

seric
ea 

Y Shrub swamps, fens, marshes, and edges of ponds and streams often in calcareous soils 
but not restricted to these soils. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Crataegu
s crus-
galli var. 
crus-galli 

cockspur 
hawthorn 

Rosac
eae 

Crata
egus 

crus-
galli 

Y Hedgerows, road sides, young successional forests, abandoned pastures, thickets, rocky 
openings in forests, and forest edges. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Crataegu
s 
punctata 

dotted 
hawthorn 

Rosac
eae 

Crata
egus 

punc
tata 

Y Hedgerows, thickets, successional forests, forest edges, and road sides. Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Hamame
lis 
virginian
a 

witch 
hazel 

Hama
melid
aceae 

Hama
melis 

virgin
iana 

Y An understory shrub in various dry-mesic to mesic hardwood forests. Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Ilex 
verticillat
a 

common 
winterber
ry 

Aquif
oliace
ae 

Ilex vertic
illata 

Y Margins of ponds, kettle hole ponds, acidic bogs, deciduous swamps, and shrub swamps 
(sometimes being the dominant shrub).  In most of NY this is our most common wetland 
Ilex. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Prunus 
american
a 

American 
plum 

Rosac
eae 

Prunu
s 

amer
icana 

Y Hedgerows, thickets, forest edges, young successional forests, and disturbed soils often 
in valley bottoms and floodplains. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Salix 
discolor 

pussy 
willow 

Salica
ceae 

Salix disco
lor 

Y Swamps, rich fens, wet thickets, wet successional fields, roadsides, ditches, marshes, 
vernal pools, and edges of lakes and streams. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Salix 
sericea 

silky 
willow 

Salica
ceae 

Salix seric
ea 

Y Swamps, rich fens, wet thickets, wet successional fields, roadsides, ditches, marshes, 
and edges of lakes and streams. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en



nia
l 

Viburnu
m 
dentatu
m var. 
lucidum 

smooth 
arrowwoo
d 

Adoxa
ceae 

Vibur
num 

dent
atum 

Y Shrub swamps including rich fens, marshes, forested swamps, wet to mesic successional 
shrublands, thickets, occasional in mesic deciduous understories, and roadsides. Grows 
in a large variety of wet to dry habitats. Lately the non-native viburnum leaf beetle 
(Pyrrhalta viburni) has been completely defoliating this and a few other Viburnum 
species in parts of New York. It appears that this species might suffer a huge decline. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Zanthoxy
lum 
american
um 

prickly ash Rutac
eae 

Zanth
oxylu
m 

amer
icanu
m 

Y Wet thickets, low and floodplain mesic forests, streamside thickets, thin soils over 
limestone and calcareous bedrock, and other calcareous habitats both wet and dry. 

Tree, 
Shru
b 

Per
en
nia
l 

Gymnocl
adus 
dioicus 

Kentucky coffee 
tree 

      

Pinus 
pungens 

Table top 
pine 

       

Aesculus 
pavia 

Red 
Buckeye 

       

Cornus 
racemos
a 

Grey 
dogwood 

       

Cercis 
canadens
is 

redbud 
       

Catalpa 
speciosa 

N. Catalpa 
       

Populus 
tremuloi
des 

Canoe 
birch 

       

Populus 
tremuloi
des 

Quaking 
aspen 

       

Alnus 
incana 

Speckled 
alder 

       

Alnus 
serrulata 

Hazel 
alder 

       

Rhodode
ndron 
viscosum 

swamp 
azaela 

       



Viburnu
m 
dentatu
m 

Arrowwoo
d 

       

lonicera 
diervilla 

Northern bush 
honeysuckle 

      

         

Vine 
        

Partheno
cissus 
quinquef
olia 

Virginia 
Creeper 

       

Clematis 
virginian
a 

Virgin's 
Bower 

       

         

Fern 
        

Matteucc
ia 
struthiop
teris 

Ostrich 
fern 

       

 


